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West Africa, Cameroon, and part of New Guinea, but they were the
scraps left over after the best parts had been taken, mainly regions of
tropical scrub and savanna, or of dense rainforest in the Cameroons.
Hence they did not supply the plantation products which Germany so
much desired.
Because of such conditions Germany still felt a strong impulse to
expand. She might have done so in several ways, but each presented
difficulties. (1) For example, she might have tried to take possession of
South American regions such as Brazil, but there the United States with
its Monroe Doctrine blocked the way. Germany knew that if she
encroached in America, Britain was ready to use her fleet to help the
United States, and German prospects would have been blasted at once.
 (2)	Germany's expansion might have come by crushing one of her
neighbors, but that was difficult because all her neighbors are energetic
nations living in the cyclonic regibn of great energy.  Moreover, they were
largely allied with one another, and the larger nations had agreed to
protect the small ones.
 (3)	Next after South America the region that the Germans most
desired as a field for expansion was China.   Hence they took Tsingtau
on Kiau-Chau Bay, and began to exploit the province of Shantung.  They
dared not go farther, however, for in those days, before the first World
War, England, France, Japan, and Russia all were looking for new terri-
tory in China, while the United States was trying to preserve China intact.
 (4)	Still another possible field of expansion was Turkey, the only
remaining large and backward part of the world which no strong nation
had yet converted into a colony or at least protected against the aggression
of other nations.
 (5)	German expansion might also have come in the new way fostered
by  the League  of Nations.   She  might  have  spread  her  influence
through the peaceful channels o£ trade, education, science, and friendly
intercourse, especially in eastern Europe and Turkey, just as Japan
had an opportunity to do in China, and the United States in Mexico and
South America.
For this kind of expansion the German prospects were particularly
bright, but the process is too slow for an eager nation in the stage of
adolescence. Ambitious Germany wanted to achieve world supremacy at
a single bound. Therefore she chose the fourth alternative, and began to
seek to control Turkey. First she. went to work to build the Bagdad
Railway, from Constantinople across Asia Minor to Mesopotamia. The
water route from Germany to Turkey is long and is at the mercy of
England. There is a short and safe land route, however, through Austria
and the Balkans. If Germany could control this route together with the

